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Gwinnett students explore potential careers throughout their 
K–12 education. McClure Health Science High School, the district’s 
newest high school, gives students the chance to “awaken the 
wonder” and get a jump start on a future in the health sciences. 

The new school with the health science theme provides a rigor-
ous, college-prep curriculum through the lens of health science, 
combining coursework with practical experiences in the broad areas of Medical Research, Clini-
cal Practice, and Health Management. All students will progress through a four-year program 
that begins with seminar courses and culminates with capstone projects and internships.

“Our graduates will definitely have an advantage as they continue their advanced studies 
after high school or enter the workplace” says Principal Nicole Mosley. “Their coursework, 
internships, hands-on learning, certification opportunities, and more will give students a high 
school résumé that sets them apart from other college and job applicants.”

Students graduating from the school will be certified in medical basics, but also will have 
options for more advanced, position-specific certification and licensing programs, even asso-
ciate’s degrees in a health science field through dual enrollment. McClure offers four primary 
health science areas to focus students’ studies— Patient Care, Allied Health, Health Informat-
ics, and Advanced Medicine. Focus areas give students the foundation to pursue a host of 
careers, from emergency responder, radiology tech, and physician to medical billing clerk, 
medical researcher, and nurse.

“Service projects, guest lectures, internships, and other activities will help our students 
develop connections with the medical community here in Gwinnett County,” says Ms. Mosley. 
“Exposure to a range of careers in health science will prepare our students for whatever their 
future holds, from the operating room to the business office of a medical practice.”

The new school uses school design and flexibility to connect students with hands-on learn-
ing and off-campus experiences supported by community, business, and postsecondary part-
ners. Learning hubs, collaboration suites, and additional science labs support research and 
investigation, with studio and performance space for the fine arts. Opportunities to accelerate 
learning will allow some students to graduate early, and dual-language classes will prepare 
students to provide language support in a healthcare setting. 

Your Tax Dollars at Work...     CAPITAL PROGRAM

McClure Health Science High School  
‘awakens the wonder’ for students

McClure Health Science High 
School opened in August, provid-
ing relief to Meadowcreek High 
School. Students who live in the 
cluster’s attendance zone may 
elect to attend either high school, 
with transportation provided. The 
school is named for Dr. Robert 
McClure, retired School Board 
member and local physician.



Gwinnett County Public Schools’ strong and comprehensive 
Fine Arts program contributes to the development of well-
rounded students. While that may not be news to many in the 
community, you might be surprised to learn how a Fine Arts 
foundation can benefit students after they graduate. GCPS Fine 
Arts Director David DuBose points out that creative industries 
in Georgia are growing rapidly and our state is taking a lead 
position in every aspect of the arts industry. He adds, “In Gwin-
nett, we want to ensure that 
our students who wish to take 
a deeper dive and study more 
intensively in their art have the 
opportunity to do so and  
at a level that will support  
the growing industries and 
needs here in Georgia.”

To better address this  
need, GCPS is planning a  
new theme school— the  
School of the Arts at Central 
Gwinnett High School. The new School of the Arts, which will 
be located on the Central Gwinnett campus, will offer unique 
opportunities for students in the Central Gwinnett Cluster, as 
well as for students from across the county. 

Performing arts, visual arts, and technology for the arts will be 
areas of concentration for students. Central Gwinnett Principal 
Shane Orr is excited about the opportunities this new school-
within-a-school will offer students. In addition to offering 
traditional Fine Arts pathways, the school will host a Fine Arts 
Conservatory program open to high school students from 
across the county. Admission to the Conservatory program will 
be audition- and portfolio-based, with the admissions process 
opening in January of 2021. This signature program will be an 
immersive learning experience in which students will dive into 
their areas of interest, engage extensively with professionals in 
the industry, and be uniquely prepared for college and career 
options in the arts.

The School of the Arts at Central Gwinnett High School will 
help nurture the next generation of diverse, artistically promising 
scholar-artists, says Mr. DuBose. “The development of a school 
for the study of the arts, specifically, will allow the students to 
study at a deeper level than they may be able to accomplish in 
their current school setting,” he says. “They also will work with 
industry partners which could lead to pre-professional and pro-
fessional work.”

Work already has begun on forging community and industry 
partnerships with semi-professional, professional, and postsec-
ondary arts organizations and programs. Available resources to 
help students explore and study in their desired art form are mul-
tiplying, thanks to the relationship with the growing arts culture 
and emphasis in the City of Lawrenceville, the expanding Aurora 
Theatre, the incredible growth in the entertainment industry at 

the state and national levels, and our many other professional and 
scholastic partners. Mr. Orr speaks to the importance of these 
partnerships in allowing students to produce professional-level 
performances and productions, as well as the opportunities they 
will provide for students to connect with industry professionals. 
He says, “This is an exciting time... not just for Central Gwinnett 
students, but for all Gwinnett students. We look forward to creat-
ing a program where the arts will flourish and artists bloom.”

New theme cluster to be anchored 
by Seckinger High School

GCPS has had much success creating individual theme 
schools. (Examples include McClure Health Science High 
School, Paul Duke STEM High School, Coleman Middle 
School, Gwinnett Online Campus, and Gwinnett School of 
Mathematics, Science, and Technology.)

Imagine the possibilities if you expanded a theme be-
yond one school or one level, providing a K–12 focus on a 
theme. With that in mind, GCPS is in the planning stages 
for the launch of  a new theme cluster, anchored by a new 
high school, Seckinger High School. The new high school, 
which will open in 2022, will relieve crowding at Mill Creek 
High School. It will have a collegiate atmosphere that allows 
students to choose areas of focus within schools of study 
that focus on the humanities, international business, and ad-
vanced sciences and technology (think artificial intelligence). 
Because of the clusterwide approach that will be taken, 
students will be on a K–12 journey that focuses on preparing 
them to be globally prepared and competitive in an evolving, 
technology-rich world.

Watch for details in the coming months as more informa-
tion becomes available on this new cluster!

GCPS to launch School of the Arts at Central Gwinnett High School

“This is an exciting 
time... not just for 
Central Gwinnett 

students, but  
for all Gwinnett 

students. We look 
forward to creating  

a program where  
the arts will flourish  

and artists bloom.”
— Shane Orr, principal, 

Central Gwinnett High School



SPLOST V 2017–2022
Below are the building projects included in the 2017–2022 capital improvement program. 
 2018    New   Paul Duke STEM High School 
    (5850 Peachtree Industrial Blvd. in Norcross)
 
 2019    New  McClure Health Science High School  
  (3921 Club Dr. in Duluth)
 Addition/Renovation  Lilburn Middle School               
 Addition/Renovation  Richards Middle School 
  
 2020 Addition/Renovation  Chesney Elementary School 
 Addition/Renovation  Berkeley Lake Elementary School
 Addition/Renovation  Parkview High School
 Addition/Renovation  Brookwood High School
  
 2021    Addition/Renovation  Grayson High School
               Addition/Renovation  Berkmar High School
               Addition/Renovation  Benefield Elementary School

Note:  Capital project lists are subject to change due to funding and enrollment  
trends. With this in mind, plans to build new elementary schools in the  
Meadowcreek and Berkmar clusters and a GIVE Center South have been delayed.

2018 General Obligation Bond
Below are projects funded by the G.O. Bond. 
 2019    Installation of Artificial Turf Duluth High School and South Gwinnett High School  
    (Installation will begin at other high schools over the next few years.)
  Addition/Renovation  Discovery High School

2021    Addition/Renovation Central Gwinnett High School—  
  School of the Arts

2022    New   Seckinger High School 
    (3655 Sardis Church Rd., in Buford)

   
  
   

In addition to building classroooms, 
the 2017–2022 building program 
also includes funding for:

• Property for future schools

• New school buses

• Carpeting, painting, and roofing 
projects

• HVAC improvements

• Facilities for academies

• Systemwide maintenance projects
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In addition to building classroooms, 
the 2018 G.O. Bond building  
program also includes funding for:

• Athletic improvements
• Carpeting and painting projects
• Career and Technical Education 

projects
• HVAC improvements
• Roofing projects
• New school buses and other 

transportation vehicles
• Safety projects
• Technology upgrades throughout 

the district
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A new partnership with the Veterinary Technology Program at Gwinnett Technical 
College means hands-on, real-world opportunities for Veterinary Science students in the 
Grayson High School Technical Education Program. 

Grayson’s new veterinary surgical suite will serve as a location for elective surgical proce-
dures, such as spaying and neutering, for cats and dogs from the Gwinnett County Animal 
Shelter. Once the furry patients recover from surgery, they will be available for adoption by 
the public. The suite and surgery prep area include the same equipment that students would 
see in a veterinary hospital. Gwinnett Tech veterinarians will perform all surgeries, with 
assistance from Gwinnett Tech Veterinary Technology students who will practice skills such 
as venipuncture, catheter placement, surgical prep, and recovery procedures. And Grayson 
students will gain valuable experience as they observe, keep records, and obtain vital signs 
of the four-legged patients. 

The partnership is a win-win-win for students and the community. The younger students 
will have hands-on experiences in the surgical suite to prepare them for a 15-week intern-
ship during second semester. Gwinnett Tech students will have the opportunity to master 
skills required for graduation and state licensure. And spaying or neutering animals helps 
reduce pet overpopulation and helps pets stay healthier. Of course, giving our students one 
more way to extend their experiences and prepare for their future is the biggest win.

Grayson’s vet surgical suite opens opportunities for students



What’s in a retrofit?
E-SPLOST funding allows GCPS to continue its efforts to provide a robust online environment, 
incorporating appropriate technological tools and resources that make learning real and 
relevant for students. The district has completed technology upgrades for all high schools and 
is currently working on updating technology in middle schools. These upgrades addressed in-
frastructure, projectors and schoolwide audiovisual needs, and computer equipment. So, what’s 
new in the updated or “retrofitted” schools and classrooms? Let’s take a look at the technology 
received by a typical middle school:
457  computers (188 desktop macines, 74 faculty and staff laptops, 136 classroom laptops, and 36  
engineering desktops)

257 student laptops for nine wireless carts

20 external CD drives

115 printers

13 flat panels

86 projectors

HDMI cables and wiring

82 interactive whiteboard modules

86 wall control panels

Broadcast studio

Interactive board

Document cameras

Wireless access points in all classrooms

Local Area Network (LAN) switches

Main core switch

Uninterruptable power supplies

Main server

Cafeteria sound system

Fine arts audio (Enhancement  
with recording capabilities).

November 2019 Update

Gwinnett County Public Schools 
437 Old Peachtree Road, NW,  
Suwanee, GA  30024–2978
www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us
678-301-6000

Gwinnett County Public Schools communicates about the building program, using transpar-
ent processes to keep stakeholders updated on the progress of projects, including:
• A master project list guides the work in delivering what was promised.
• A fair and open bidding process is used for all projects. A standard “design, bid, build” 

methodology is used by the Facilities and Operations Division to ensure all projects are 
awarded to the lowest, qualified bidder at a cost-per-square-foot that is consistently below 
market averages. 

• Board action is required to approve bids on  
projects. Meeting agendas are posted each 
month prior to the Board’s business meeting for 
citizens interested in updates on the construction 
program. The construction report outlines each 
project, contractor, contract amount, change-
order information, as well as any adjustments  
and comments regarding the projects.

• The School Board approves land purchases at public Board meetings.
• A financial report, including E-SPLOST revenue collections, is part of each monthly 

School Board meeting. 
• Updates regarding The Plan are posted on the district’s website. 

Favorable bond 
rating reflects GCPS’ 
fiscal accountability, 
saves tax dollars

GCPS has the highest possible 
bond rating (Aaa) from the na-
tion’s two leading rating agen-
cies— Moody’s Investors Service 
and Standard & Poor’s (S&P). 
Gwinnett is one of only 24 school 
districts nationwide to hold this 
distinction, evidence of GCPS’ 
stellar financial stewardship.

This commitment to fiscal 
responsibility has allowed the 
district to maintain a stable fi-
nancial position, despite ongoing 
growth and budget challenges, 
and to carry a low debt burden, 
due in large part to the district’s 
ability to fund its ongoing capital 
needs through the E-SPLOST 
and related G.O. bond referenda.

According to the bond rating 
firms, Gwinnett County Public 
Schools’ favorable bond ratings 
are based on its strong financial 
management. Moody’s indi-
cates its rating was based on the 
district’s sound reserve position; 
its use of SPLOST revenue for 
debt service; and its large, diverse 
tax base. S&P added that its 
rating reflects its opinion on the 
district’s manageable debt burden 
and its strong financial position 
aided by very strong manage-
ment practices and a demon-
strated ability to manage through 
economic downturns.

Students at Northbrook Middle 
School using the school’s new 
technology as part of their 
everyday learning.

CEO/Superintendent Wilbanks with  
2019 Gwinnett County Board of Education

http://www.gcpsk12.org

